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They all support the supremacy of the laws and the powers of the 
magistracy, as firmly as the author of this book can do. 
The author adds : 

" The pacification of society and the regeneration of the world is to be 
realized ONLY through the prevalence of Christianity ; only by this 

ASCENDENCY- OF CHRISTIAN SENTIMENT AMONG THE NATIONS ! I believe that SUCh 

a period will arrive, for it is certainly and credibly predicted ; but I believe as 
much in the only appointed means, as I do in the desired end of the glorious 
consummation." — p. 255. 

Now if by this super -emphatic " only," the author means to in- 
timate that all special exertions, such as organized Peace Societies, 
to develope and apply the principles and spirit of Christianity to the 
pacification of the world, are needless and useless, we certainly dis- 
sent entirely from him. Christianity we believe indeed to be the 
grand remedy for human crimes and miseries. Its universal prev- 
alence in its true spirit, would certainly make war to cease over the 
earth. But this is no more true in regard to war, than in regard to 
Intemperance and Slavery ; and the inference (if such it is designed 
to be) concerning the needlessness or uselessness of special exertions 
to put a stop to war, would be equally valid against special exer- 
tions to put down intemperance and slavery. 

In conclusion we must say, it is our candid conviction, that if the 
whole body of true Christians throughout the world were assembled 
to hear read to them this portion of our author's work which we 
have briefly considered, and also that part of Jonathan Dymond, 
the Quaker's, Essays on Morality, which treat of war, there would 
be but one sentiment and one vote throughout the assembly, and 
that would be this : that there is far more of the essential spirit of 
" Christianity" manifested in the Quaker's treatise, than in that of 
Dr. Cox. We are sorry to say this ; but we believe it is true, and 
that it ought to be said. 

2.— The Corner Stone, or Familiar Illustrations of the principles 
of Christian Truth. By Jacob Abbott, author of " the 
Young Christian," and "the Teacher." 1834. 12mo. 
pp. 360. 

Mr. Abbott's writings have gained great favor and been most 
extensively circulated, both in this country and abroad. He cer- 
tainly has a remarkable talent for placing the truths he exhibits in 
a striking light, by novel and beautiful modes of exhibition and 
illustration. Our great fear at present is, lest he should be tempted 
by the inducements which our publishers are eager to offer to a 
popular writer, to set himself to making up books for the trade by 
a process of manufacture too rapid for his reputation, or for his 
permanent usefulness. We allude to the " Fire-side Series," now 
in progress. We hope the fear we have expressed will not be 
realized. 
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The Corner Stone is what it purports to be, a familiar illustra- 
tion of Christian truth. It is not a system of theology, as the author 
says, exhibiting as in a map or a plan, every feature of the country 
in its proper place and proportion ; but a series of views, as the trav- 
eller sees them in passing over a certain road. " The work is in- 
tended to exhibit religious truth as it is connected with the various 
events of the life of our Saviour." 

But we have noticed this work not for the purpose of analyzing, 
or criticising it ; but for the "sake of transferring to our pages an 
admirable passage in regard to war and the perversion of the moral 
sentiments by custom and habit. We rejoice most heartily that 
while literature is so full of pernicious and anti-christian influences, 
—while so many writers endeavour to gather a false splendour 
around the hideous features of war, and while so many professedly 
Christian writers carefully avoid the subject, Mr. Abbott has found 
a place, even incidentally, for putting it in so just and striking a 
light, in a book which is so likely to exert an entensive influence. 

" Men see and understand guilt a little sometimes, when it starts upon 
them in some new and unexpected form, while they are entirely blind to far 
greater enormities which they have themselves assisted to make common. 
The whole city of Boston was shocked a few months since, by the disclosure 
of a scene of vice and cruelty, which was to the mass of the inhabitants, a 
new and unusual form of sin. It was cock-fighting. Cruel, unrelenting 
wretches prepared their victims for the contest, by sawing off their natural 
spurs, and fastening deadlier ones of steel upon the bleeding trunks. Then, 
having forced the innocent animals to a quarrel, by thrusting their beaks into 
each others faces, till they provoked them to anger, they sat around to enjoy 
the spectacle of their combat. The whole community was shocked by it, for 
this was sin in a new and unexpected form, and one in which they had not 
themselves personally partaken. But when the same experiment, precisely, 
is tried with men, the world looks on calmly and unmoved. Military leaders 
bring human beings together by thousands, men who have no quarrel, and 
would gladly live in peace. They drive them up together front to front, and 
having armed them with weapons, of torture and death', which nature never 
furnished, they succeed, half by compulsion, and half by malicious art, in 
getting the first blows struck, and the first blood flowing, as a means of 
bringing the angry passions of the combatants into play. This they call 
getting the men engaged .' There is no trouble after this. The work goes 
on : — a work of unutterable horror. The blood, the agony, the thirst, the 
groans which follow, are nothing. It is the raging fires of hatred, anger, re- 
venge, and furious passion, which nerve every arm, and boil in every heart, 
and with which thousands upon thousands pour in crowds into the presence of 
their Maker ; — these are what constitute the real horrors of a battle-field. 
And what do mankind say to this ? Why a few Christian moralists feebly 
remonstrate, but the great mass of men gather around the. scene as near as 
they can get to it, by history and description, and admire the systematic ar- 
rangements of the battle, and watch the progress, and the manoeuvres of the 
hostile armies, as they would the changes in a game of chess : — and were it 
not for the flying bullet, they would throng around the scene in person. But 
when it comes to sawing off the spurs of a game cock, and exasperating him 
against his fellow,— oh ! that is shocking cruelty :— that they cannot bear !"— 
p. 133—4. 



